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1 fo paſt hath ſtood in 
need of a Recognition. Hence 
Popery has begun to awake its 


41 4 "Me ; uſual 


DE DIT CAT AAN 
uſual Arts, and is taking formi- 
dable Steps tou / ards returning in- 
to the Kingdom. Be bnzt del 


THERE ſtill ſubſiſts more 
Popery amongſt us, if nt. 
the groſs Parts of it, yet in a 
Supineneſs and Negligence of the 
Laity to think for themſelves, 
than many readily apprehend. 


3 Perhaps the preſent A ge poſſeſſes 


rather a Zeal for Liberty, than an 
Idea of making the proper Uſe 
of it. 


IN deſcribing the Temper or 
Spirit of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, I 
would hope that I have not uſed 
Aſperity, tho have thought 
it my Duty not to decline the 


Truth. No one entertains a 
more 
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TRUE PROTESTANT. 
+5 RESPECT for the ge- 


dneral Rights of Mankind, 
ry and particularly thoſe of 


SER Va the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
9 F has induced me to at- 
i tempt a Diſſertation, in 
order to defend, explain, and illuſtrate. 
the Article of LizzzTy. An 124 
no doubt, of the higheſt Value and 
Importance. So fine a Flower in the. 
Garden of human Society. requires to 
have the ſtricteſt Guard kept about it; 
or, if Weeds, thro' Negligence of the 
Keepers, have invaded and obſtructed 
it, or any way obſcured its Beauty, it 

| merits 


E to be difentan ole. vin them 
enn the moſt pen Light 


E 18 the Rig ht of all en, 
all have a Right to * Path it, * 
poſſeſs it; nor can any d dnia Ar- 
gument ba ofter'd againſt its being en- 
Joy d d to the | fulleſt Extent. Every GO 
vernment might ſtill 8 and ſup- 
port its Claim to the civil Obedience 
of all, as I ſhall obſerve more di 
By Aud by. No Diſorder would ariſe 
hence, put Order, true Order would be 
the Reſult of it; Com actneſs in a State, 
Amity, and every pol iticdl'; 
In proportion as this Object is under 
fie and culiivated, a Nation poſſeſſes 
the ſureſt Pledge, and may expect to be 
in Safety, againſt either the Madneſs 
of any Party at Home, or the Ambi- 
tion of any Potentate, who might at- 
temp t or encourage iations from A- 
bold. People will unite for Freedom, „ 
and ſtand up for the univerſal Intereſt, 


however Py in every other Point. 


Every 
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Every wile 3 eſteems it his. be 
and chief Poſſeſſion. Nothing can be, 

an Equivalent for the Loſs, or even In- 
terruption of it. Such a one values it 
as his Birth-Right ; nor does he forget, 
at leaſt ought not, that it is the Birth- 
right alſo « his Fellow-Subjects. He 
knows it, becauſe he feels it the chief 


- Ingredient of his preſent Happineſs, and 


the pleaſing Proſpect of it is what caſts. 
a Felicity, upon the, Remainder of his 
joyments. Tis a Circumſtance in 
Life of the ſame Signification and Im- 
portance to the moral World which 
Air is to the material, that gives Mo- 
tion and Vigour to the whole Syſtem. 
contain'd in it. The Things which 
hinder or depreſs moral Liberty in the 
World are Fear, Su Ee and In: 
dolence, in one Part o 
tion and Self-Intereſt in another. ks 


Fault is nearly equal on both Sides. 
'Tis,, I think, a do tful.. Point, who. 
are moſt. to be blamed, the Ambitious 
or the Indolent. | | 

MM. - 10 
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dein Proportion as Mankind poſſeſs 
this Circumſtance, this Air pure ag 
free, or denſe and obſtructed, their 
Comimubitics are more or leſs Seca 
Some Communities, tis true, make a 
ſhift with a ſmall Share of it; but it is 
either becauſe they know no better, or 


have not a Capacity of procuring more. 


There is one Article in the World, 'T 
mean Religion, which cannot ſubfiſt 


without Liberty, not only tolerably, 


but in no Senſe at all. Somewhat often 
paſſes for Religion with ſeveral, the 


Effect of Authority and Cuſtom; yet 
is termed ſuch improperly, nothing be- 


ing properly Religion, except what a 


Man knows for himſelf, believes for 
himſelf, and his Eyes behold,” and not 
anot her: Belief, Knowledge, Fudoniont: 


are Things not transferable; they muſt 


be all acquir'd, they muſt be diſtinctly 
received, though poſſibly through Aſ- 
fiſtance of others, before I can call them 


my Belief, my Knowledge, my Judg- 
ae For Inftance : A Number of 


1 Perſons 


n 

Perſons are taking the Survey of ſome 
eminent City, at a Diſtance from the 
Suburbs ; as a Countryman or Stranger 
I join myſelf. to them: How agreeably, 
ſay they, one ſees the great City from 
this Spot: Behold, Countryman, how 
conſpicuous | the Tower; ſee there the 


Shipping; a majeſtic Dome riſes in the 


Midſt of the Mezropo/rs, its Summit in 
the Clouds; what à Variety of atten- 
dant Spires, \ with 1 its particular De- 
nominatian ,,,,4 Range o eee, 
Buildings carries you far to the Weſt ; 
the Whole terminated with an Mun 
Abbey | Now. this may be a real Pro- 
ſpec, wo; the ſeveral Objects ſufficient- 
ly known to — converſant in the 
Lan ; but my Friends muſt excuſe 
me, if conſidered as a Stranger, I can- 
not take them in ſo readily as they can 
run them over: Time to diſtinguiſh is 
requiſite for me: The. Objects muſt 
be plain to me, as well as to my Guides, 
before I_ can. aſſert them : Becauſe I do 
not find. that I can, ſee with another's 
B 2 Eye. 


[ 10 1 | 
Eye. He that does not t fee for nmel 
N e e 6 "> 

A I may ha n eme 3 
Ws ng who . on 'to Sights + . 
who have ſeen nothing themſelves, nor 
have any Thing to ſhew, but would 
make a Projility of me for their Main- 
tenance. In ſuch poſſible Circum- 
ſtances, what doth it concern me to 
do ? Surely to uſe the greateſt Caution 
againſt being impoſed upon, or to ſhun 
and abandon an Impoſition: as ſoon as I 
: diſcern it; leſt 1 give _ my Time 
and Money for Wag, "Ge or that 
which is worſe than nothi! ng; after the 
Manner of the Durch Peaſants, who, as 
Eraſmus relates it, were made to believe 
at Noon - day, by the Ingenuity of two 
or three Juglers, that they faw in the 
Sky a re Bs: whilft the Monſter 
had no Exiſtence, except in the Artiſt's 
Aſſurance, and cheir deluded Imagina- 
tion. Let the Reader take Care not to 
be found in the Number of them, who 


in 


n= 0 © > 


mw WWW — 1 Oc 


181 
in the Nooti-day of of Learning and Knows 
wen continue to a Dragon, A 5 
il 2 0194/11 612 W 13401 
0 It is obſervabley! Mankiad may truſt 
the making of Laws, and in ſome Re- 


ſpec their Civil Libetties, thougli not 
their Senſes; in the Hands of / others; 


Nor can it be avoided, becauſe Society, 
as ſuch, hath great Reference to outward 
and temporal Articles. We may com- 
mit our Property, or Goods, to the 
Diſcretion and Diſpoſal of a Repreſen- 
tative; but we are incapable) of {hav 
ing a Truſtee in the Article of Reli- 
gion. Some Perſons ſeem to think it 
as lawful to make Cr4eds. for others, as 
Acts of Parliament; and perhaps 
would form as many, might they be 


permitted. Surely theſe Zealots havr 


not well weighed the Attempt, but 


have been drawn forward by Precedents, 


and by a little ſecret Pride in Nature 
A conſiderate Perſon would nat take. 
upon him another's Conſcience, | if he 


might; and a Man honefb; 10 Himſelf 


cannot give-it up. He that thinks of 
b ſubmitting 


[12 
ſubmitting his Underſtanding to an- 
other, Fon both Bie Y * the 
Perſon he would compliment; he can- 
not though he would. Many, indeed, 
flatter therafelves, that through the 
Authority of a Church, or by = ſu- 
perior Wiſdom; and — rg of the 
Learned, they have believed much, 


who, perhaps, upon a ſtrict Inquiry, 


would not be found to have believed 
any Thing. To believe with the 
Church is nin: no Belief; at- alk 
In this: Caſe the Underſtanding, hath 
taken no Pains.” Perſons have no —_ 5 


they have repeated Words after others, 
W el or 20 prong: in hen. 2 


* If the Underflanding . cannot 
be enlightened by mere Authority, nor 


a fingle Conſcience be (in Propricty of 
Speech) preſcribed to, how vain muſt 


be the Attempt to pr eſcribe; | in, Points 
of Religi ion, o A. whole Nation. at 
once — unjuſt to ſubject to Pains 
and Penalties, "id even caſt out of.the 


— 3 all Who diſſent from 


DI | | an 


[13] 
an eſtabliſhed Opinion Men, who in- 
fiſt u pon an Efrabl iſÞment,' and bind it 
by coercive Means, are troubled with a 
ſhort Memory. They proteſted former- 
ly againſt human Power, in the Perſon 
of the Pope, and now are pleading for 
it. Diſpuring with the Romariifts, they 
ſtand up for the Scriptures, and Right 
of private Judgment; but to their 
Fellow-Proteſtants, are continually y cry- 
ing up the high and ſacred Office of 
the Clergy, meaning always their own 
Clergy ; the Illiteracy of the common 
People, and utter Incäpacity to under- 
ſtand the Seriptures, Church-Order, 
Peace of the State, Regularity, and va- 
rious Arguments, Chick, in the Hands 
of the Romaniſts, they eſteertt d of no 
Weight: 80 that they undermine the 
Rights they us'd to aſſert, and tall of 
Liberty, but mean it ;only for them- 
ſelves and their own Party. We have 
Proteſtants, it is to be fear” d, too con- 
fin'd and narrow of molt Dehsmina- 
tions; ſuch will embrace you, if you 
agree with! them ih every Point; * 
the 
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all their 
Friendſhip; preſently they are diſguſted 
with you, you are an 0 Ke ben 
ang, a Publican. - 


| 


1 oh OY ſr? 1 Kind PU, * at. 
tends Converſation, on Subjects not re- 


ligious. Moſt Men are apter to give, 
than to ſuffer, Contradiction. Pervidio, 


though a Perſon of many good Quali- 
ties, m engaged in a . is diſ- 


pleaſed if you differ from his Senti- 
ments: . He does not conſider, — 4 
you oppoſe his Sentiments, he op 

yours. Fervidio s Paſſions riſe to 
a Degree, that it becomes inconvenient 


to ſit near him. And whence ariſes 
all this Reſentment and Diſcontent? 


Only becauſe his Friend, or the Com- 


pany, do not agree to ſet him up for a 


Pope. - Thorough Politeneſs | conſiders 
what is due to others, as:well:as what is 
claim'd to one's ſelf; whilſt the Man, 
who is not a Proteſtant, cannot have 
true Manners. But to return from this 
Digreſſion, if it be a a Digreſſion. : 
It 


% thi an wh © tr flo Aa 8 e ad ft e 4. 9 ob 
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It is obſervable, before the Reforma- 
tion our Doctors, and Advocates againſt 
Rome, bottom'd themſelves upon Li- 
berty; they pleaded for private udg- 
ment, and ſole Authority of Scripture; 
that is to ſay, that every Man, as well 
common Man as Eccleſiaſtic, hathi a 
Right to read and underſtand the Scrip- 
ture for himſelf; I ſay, for himſeif, 
otherwiſe the Conceſſion hath no Mean 
ing in it, but is an errant Mockery. 
But it ſeems, when the pretended Suc- 
ceſſor of Saint Peter was thrown out of 
the Saddle, others were ſtanding ready 
to get in, Poſſibly they were per- 


ſwaded better Things of themſelves. 


Though the Lialian had acted errone- 
ouſly, and wickedly, yet would not 
they. That is, the Pops with his In- 
fallibility ought not to be truſted; yet 
fallible Men (eſpecially in Great Bri- 
tain) might. 80 Rome and Conſtanti- 
nople contended anciently about the 
Title of Univerſal and OEcumenicat 
- Biſhop, which in Truth belonged: to 

C neither, 


Hantinople, when the Grecian Patriarch 


ſo call'd in Matters of Religion, in Ef- 


the Evil itſelf is human Authority, it 


5 [1 16: ]* 
neither. Rome proteſted; againſt Con- 


ſollicited the Suptemacy, and declared, 
that whoſoever ſhould accept that Title, 
would be the Forerunner of Anticbriſt; 
yet by-and- by ſbe accepted it herſelf. 
When Power fairly preſents itſelf, and 
licks the Hand of human Nature, it is 
no eaſy Matter to refuſe it. This calls 
for the greater Care and Watchfulneſs 
in the Guardians of Liberty, to keep 
the Enemy at Arms-length. He that 
gives Way to the leaſt Power, properly 
fect gives Way to it all. There is no 
being an Half-Proteſtant. No Evil is 

changed by a Change of Hands: Where 


„ . ⅛ ¼˙¾iÜf , - 


waits an ab/olute: Removal. An Eftabliſh- 
anent in Religion, other than the Scrip- ä 
tures, beſides that it hath no Warrant, 
never anſwered a good Purpoſe, but is 
ſure to have bad Effects. Under Colour 
of attempting Uniformity in Opinions, 
which Men can no ſooner produce than 
they can an Uniformity of Faces, they 
73 2195 5 generally 


EI 
generally mean the Bxaletien of- Self; 7 
that is, Lehne their oui Opition, nt 
otopiely becauſe in Seripture, but ber 
cauſe their own, ſhall have the Pre- 
eminence. Poſſibly- they r mean well, 
(for Twould allow tete umoſt) but 


inſenfibly they thruſt themſelves into 
che Place of the Deity. und their EA 


ſtabliſhment ever did vand ever will 
take the Place of the Seriptures. Every 
Man and every Par profeſs inlecd i to 
found their Scheme vriths Scriptures; 
but whether it bes thefe or nog it is no | 
ſooner eſtabliſhed but ĩt deeemes as of: 
fectual as che Scriptüre, and as much 
regarded by the timorous Bulk of Man- 
kind. On this Occaſion, it makes a 
mere + Compliment to the Scriptures; 
It profeſſes to reſt and depend upbn 
them, but! yet ſteals their Thfluence, 
and clothes itſelf with their Authority: 
Tis ſo ready at hand, Men trouble 
themſelves to go no Farther. Hence 
ſprings among them, and - increaſes, 
Formality, Ignorance; Irreligion, and 
a or — to-return'&iPopery, by the 
9 C 2 firſt 


L 18 J 
firſt Temptation that may riſe in their 
Way. ——— s making is al- 
| mays dhallow; and en We 
| of ate e 15 
| Io is remarkabley; that no foreign 
Proteftant Churches ſat down--at the 
Reformation in the manner of the 
Church of England, N either do we 
1 mad of a fie hren at all in the 
New Teſtamente 2 We read of Churches 
in the plural Number, the Churches of 

Judca, he Churches of Galatia, the 
| leven Churches in Aſa, or the Church 
of ſome particular City; but nothing 
OCCUFs — the Stile of. national or 
provincial. This gives us a proper Idea 
of the Chriſtian Community through- 
out the World; Every Congregation is 
Church independent of others, and the 
Whole taken collectively, makes the 
Church, ſo far as it is viſible. Again, 
according to Chriſtian Liberty, euery 
Member in a "Congregation, is inde: 
| pendent of another in that Congrega- 
tien; the meaneſt Man or Woman 
as as froe as the — Not that ſuch 
Liberty 
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Con. ſs — Lack what gur Bible bold 
forth. on, Subjects of this kind. The 
— of Chriſtianity has thought fit 


expreſs and declare le himſelf ih its theſe 
_ My Kingdows is not f this 

World. That is, "the Church 2. 
tages, not ſtands in world * Supports, 
It is a; Kingdom in the -Conlcience, 
where none hath à Right to be, nor 
can be King, but Chriſt himſelf. Its 
Weapons or Supports are nat aum 
but ſpiritual. It depends. not upon 


coercive Power, like civil. Government; 
nor upon N and Grandeur 3 nor 


3 yet 


9 FS l mY = 
A - Pl —_ — 
, 


ſerve. Perſons 


Co ] 
yet upon Emoluments and Profits to 
its Followers. Rather it ſtands' in the 


Reverſe of theſe; Self-Denial is writs 


ten! upon the Threſhold;- but many 


ſeem to habe overlooked Zit, at their 


coming in. . Again 
Gentiles: exerci/ N 0 5 le them, 
and bey 2 wen e wpor 
them art buli Bene factor. But -ye 


The” King g / the 


Hall not be fo ; but be thats": -grearef 


among you, 2 him be as the younger, 
and be 22 is thief as he that doth 
commôn Under! 
ſtanding think nothing'e can be plainer 
than this Paſſage againſt pftlatiePower 
and Titte. '-Yet*Ecclefraffics, having 
the Benefit of an — Genius, | 
ſhun the Force of the Text, and evade * 
all its Prohibitiori, by a Leaf 6ut of the 
oo 's Book; Trio, with allt his mag! 

ent Titles, ſtiles himſelf: Alſo the 
Servant-of Ser dane but in the latter 


| Part he is without any Meaning The 


Sons: of Zebedes indeed underſtood our 
Sayiour very errohicouſly, arid/difcovered 
a 3 Mind and Diſpoſition, When 

une 


D 

they deſired to fit: one on his right 
Hand, and the other on his leſt, in ok 
Kingdom. Some Apology: may be 
| made for Gerd At that Time they 
were Perſons of —3 Erpefaeg 
they were aun Diſci But it is} 
not ſo eaſy to apologize for Perſons ad- 
vanced in Vears, and Fathers in Chri- 
Rianity, t that they de be E: 2 e 
b n 1 


5 The Abele Pauly 7 a 24 
knew perfectly well the 4 and 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Paul aſſerts not only his on Frblem 
from" all Men, but acknowledges and 
avows, relatively both to, himſelf and 
every other Mcnifter, preciſely thus, 
Mot that we have Dominion ' over your 
Faith, but are Helpers of -your Toy. 
This, no doubt, is the proper Cha- 
racter of a virtuous and modeſt Mini- 
ſter. He that aſſumes more, has no 
Warrant for it from the Scriptures, 
whatſoever Warrant he may have made 
out for himſelf, or others may haye 

been 


(aa 22 ] | 

been weak enouph to la The' 
Text alete 5 pears ſo determinate 
and particular, es 1 I have ſometimes 


wondered the Advocates” for human 
Eſtabliſhments have not endeavoured 
to find out by Criticiſm," that ſurely 
Nor 
that we have Dominion Methinks it 


there muſt be a Miſtake in it. 
Hath not 


cannot be a ri ght Reading. 


the Particle not been an Interpolation, 


and ſlipped into the Original, through 
the Inadvertency of the Tranſctiber ? 


Theſe. Tranſcribers are heedleſs Men. 
Or was not the Tranſcriber ſome ſecret. 
and wicked Heretic, who has done this 
thing from Malice propenſe 2 the | 


whole Hierarchical 8 yſtem ? 


No doubt Helps in the Church may 
and ought to be admitted; and, as 


other Texts intimate, we are to obey 


| them who have the Rule over us; that is, 
ſo far as they obey the Word of God. 


No Man can rationally interpret ſuch a 
Paſſage to any farther Latitude. And, 
the Elder or Miniſter, who Jabowrs in 


Word 
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Word and Doctrine, is worthy of double 
Honour ; is worthy to be reſpected and 
eſteemed proportionably to the Labour 
he takes in his Office. Others who 


creep in with a View to Maintenance 
and Promotion, who are Artiſts, and 


ſhew Sights in the Air, are 5 void 


of any ſuch Title. 


There are in the World, ſome of the 
Almighty's making, and — of Man's. 
A — * ſhould learn to diſtinguiſh 
one from the other. Pill he does this 
he ſuffers many Inconveniencies. The 
Miniſter of Man's making only, gene- 
rally turns out a Prieſt, whether of the 
Eſtabliſhed Party, or any other. Where 
ever they occur, the Genius or Spirit of 
them is ſtill one and the ſame. And 
ſo is the Genius or Spirit of modeſt and 
virtuous Miniſters, who are worthy. of 
Reſpect, be their Party what it may. 


80 far we are come, delineating the 
Character or Idea of a true Proteſtant ; 
his Right of private : Judgment; Uſe of 


it; 


[ 24 ] 


it; his Temper ; and if I may fo ex- 
preſs it, Management of. himſelf, with 
Reſpect to Party.” 13 


* 1 1 —— —_— — 


Let us now examine the! Propriety of 
this Idea, or the Neceſlity of aſſerting | 
the Principles of Liberty, without co- | 
ercive Eſtabliſhments; inaſmuch as fuch ir 
Inſtitutions are not warranted either by 
Scripture, or Reaſon, as hath in Part 
been obſerved, nor by the Event of 
Things, as perhaps will appear 6 the 
following Deductions. + 


The Aci of 1 as FI in 
4v' the Reign of Queen- EL1IZABETH, and 
= afterwards reinforced in that of Crani, ES 
13 the Second, what End hath it an- 
ſoered? What hath it produced ? An 
4 Vniformity tis true, but it hath prov'd 
For the moſt part an Uniformity of Ig- 
4 norance, amongſt the lower Claſſes of 
3 Mankind. Nor have the Clergy been 
much profited by it, thro' any Con- 
ſtancy of their own, or Invariableneſs 

in its Obſervation. With reſpect to 
= 1 Doctrine 


[ 25. Þ 
Doctrine, remarkable. Variations have. 
taken place. The Language, indeed, 
of the Pulpit was generally conformable 
to the Syſtem of the Thirty - nine Articles 
of the Church (which were intended as 
a Guard upon Doctrinal Agreement) 
for a Seaſon ; that is to ſay, thro' the 
| Reigns of Queen Ert1zazerTH, and King 


JAMES the Firſt. But it is well known 


to Perſons who have read our Hiſtories, 
or been converſant in the Books writ- 
ten by Divines of thoſe Times, that 
from the Beginning of ChaxLES the 
Firſt the Pulpit took up a new Scheme, 
under the particular Influence of Arch- 


biſhop Laud, a Scheme ſo entirely new, 


that it was remonſtrated againſt by the 
Parliament as contrary to the Articles, 
and as what had a Tendency to carry 
back the Nation into Popery. Perhaps 
in ſome meaſure the Apprehenſion of 
that Parliament hath fince been veri- 
fied. And from Cxariss the Furſt 
the new Syſtem hath chiefly preyailed 
down to the preſent Periad. I am not 
about to diſcuſs the Preferableneſs of 

D 2 the 


1 26 


the Old te to the New, or of the New to 


oy 


the Old. It does not concern my Sub- 
ject. vp on the whole, if I may be al- 
lowed 1 to peak by a Paradox, Unifor- 
mity hath carry'd it about a Century 
one Way, and a Century another Way, 


or, hitherto hath ſtood half in one 


Scheme, and half in the oppoſite. 8⁰ 


much 107 Uniformity of Doctrine pur- 
ſuant to wy eee Eccleſiaſticks 
ſeem greatly 


and Manners, no Eſtabliſhment, Device, 
or Wiſdom of Man can ever be ſo. 


8 | 2 1 nA; 
- us go on to the Conflitutions and 


amis of the Church. The Canons, like 
other human Intendments in Religion, 


generally aim at too much, and pro- 


duce too little. What does Time and 
Experience ſhew us, with Reſpect to 
theſe? They have not anſwered any 


good Purpoſe, nor are likely ſo to do, 


but much hath appeared of the con- 


trary. They have follow'd obſolete 


Statutes, or are like a Rod which ſome 


forget, that if the Scrip= 
ture is not ſufficient both for Doctrine 


Nurſe 


[9] 


Nurſe hides over the Chimney, till it is 
cover'd. with Duſt. A Rod ſhe ſeldom 


brings out againſt a favourite Child; 
if ſhe produces it at all, it falls upon a 
Sort of Outcaſts; as, in Remiſh Coun- 
tries, the Charge of Hereſy is uſually 
play 'd againſt Perſons ſuſpected of Dif- 
affection to the Papal Power, whilſt 
others for Immorality and fab Crimes 
are too often paſſed over. Perhaps 
ſome will reply, that the Diſcipline of 
the Church would be impartially and 
univerfally executed, but that the Times 
are unfavourable to Church- Authority, | 
and' the Hands of the Clergy are ty'd 
up. Poſſibly ſuch Remark may be 
true in ſome meaſure, becauſe they were 
apt to be looſe againſt wrong Perſons. 
However, this Plea does not affect the 
interior abel ordinary Diſcipline of the 
the Church; it by no means hinders 
the Clergy (whom the Canons were in- 
tended to regulate as much as others) 
from conforming to them, in their per- 


ſonal and private Cm were ws 
ſo diſpoſed, 


1 | 
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Ido not a elect 2 45 lußde- 
lity or An ee of the Times 
hath any Power or Influence, in keeping 
a Prelate from his Dioceſe, or a Minifter 
from reſiding with his Flock; rather it 
might. induce them, i in caſe the Care of 
the Sheep be their rincipal Object, to 
the iy ſtrict Reit dence, in order to 
prevent their being infected, and to 
preſerve them Eg going aſtray. Nor. 
can I ſee what Reaſon the, Infidelity of. 
the Time renders: for that Multitude 
and Variety of DiſperJatinn, which one. 
reads in the Daily Papers; or how it. 
compels any Man to accept 5 two, 
three, or four Preferments in the Charch, | 
when, perhaps others who labour in the 
Vineyard are ſinking under the Weight 
of Difficulty, Poverty, and Diſcourage- 
ment? When ſuch Inequalities, thro' 
the Infidelity. of the World, prevail in 
the Houſe of Levi, who can wonder at 
the Diſorders which are found amongſt 
the Lay- Tribes But to turn at preſent 
from ſo diſagreeable a View. 


The 
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The Caſe of Diſpenſations teſtifies, 
| that the Clergy have not yet conceiy'd 
any great Opinion of their own Con- 
. ſtitutions, nor are reſtrain d merely by 
. Conſcience of a Canon. I know but one 
f || Canon ſecure from all Infringement, 
> || and' that is the LXXIId. latter Part, 
o | which prohibits them from caſting out 
0 

T 

f 


any Devil, or Devils, without Licence of 
the Ordinary. This Canon ſeems pretty 
ſafe; and perhaps equally with a Licence, 


as without one. 


The Jurifdiftion of the Common. An 
Inſtitution of this Kind, whatſoever 
Foundation it may have in the Wiſdom 
of Eceleſiaſtical Governors, does not ap- 
pear to have much in the Goſpel. Athrfl 
Sight there is ſcarcely any Reſemblance, 
no not in a Feature. The Weapons of 
the Goſpel are not carnal, but ſpiritual, 
the//eapons of the Commons, for Correc- 
tion of Immorality or other Occaſions, 
not ſpiritual, but carnal, No Gain of 
Money, or Requiſition of Money in any 

> "Cale, 


[@J : 
Caſe, under the Apoſtolical Diſcipline; 
in the Modern, perhaps not an Article 
or Tranſaction without. The Honour 
of the Chriſtian Church, and Good of 
the Offender's Soul by humbling and 
reducing him to a 5 — 
were the View, and directed every 
Meaſure, in the Time of the Apoſtles; 
ut one cannot affirm theſe the ble 
Views of the Church of Rome, or af 6 our 
modern. Reformers. * 


0 


= Pert of Rank and Figure ee 
9 find Means to evade the Article of 
1 Shame by Commutatiom of Pennance, 
that is to. fay, by the Intervention of 
that which in the Judgment of theſe 
moral Directors is an equivalent Con- 
fideration. Few feel the Inconvenience 
of ſuch Courts, except the raſh, the | 
powerleſs, or the imprudent. When 
this Spider's Web catches a imple. Sin- 
ner, he is held, he is entangled, and 
cannot be ctricated whilſt a Drop of 
Blood remains'in his Body, The help- 
leſs Fly periſhes in the mazy T ol, 
3 whilſt 


2 I 

whilſt the Bird: of- F qree} bruſhes; it 

away with his Wiogs, The, le 
tion either underasts itſelf, ar gveracts 
itſell. When the former, it falls ſhort 
of the Intention for which it was rect 
ed. When the latter, it degenexates in- 
to a mere worldly and lucrative Affair. 


If it progeeds by way of Diſeipline be- 


yond a wholeſome Admonition, er at 


the moſt, an Excluſion. from the Con- 
egation, it excceds. the Evangelical 
Poundary.. Nothing after this Bound 
hath its Warrant thence. Confiſeation 
of Good: and Chattels, Fines, and Im- 
priſonment- of the Body, cannot be 
deemed. ſpiritual Things. They are 
abſolutely — — an Inquiſi- 
tion, à Taſte of che Tyranny of the 
Church of Rome. That Church indeed 
bath arrogated a Plenitude of Power, 
Tuo Swords have been cartied before tho 
Popes, to ſignify their Authority both 
oyer Spinitualities, and Temporalties al- 
, by a mean Conſtruction. of that Paſg 
ſage in Scripture, Here are tus Swords, 


4 ſuch n by * means to be the 


Condition 


32 ] | 

Condition of a Proteſtant - Country. If 
any Proteſtant Church hath two Swords; 
and does not chuſe to put one into the 


Scabbard, it is to be hoped the State, in 
due Seaſon, may excuſe her that Trouble 
by pots it op e her. rb 5.29 


We come now to an Article of par- 
ticular Moment. The Book or Form of 
Common Prayer; (a Compoſition with 


many — divine) no doubt, many 
valuable Things are contain d in the 
Matter of the Liturgy, nor can we in 
Charity or Candor queſtion the good 
Intention of thoſe who make uſe of: it, 
nor would I detract from the Reputa- 
tion of the Reformers who compiled 
the Book; as learned and good Men. 
The Reformers in ExcLand che as to 


the preſent Point they varied from the 


general Scheme of the Churches abroad) 


might be very good Men, and yet not 
every Thing they acted be good, or all 
their Determinations perfectly rational. 
Good Men may miſtake, and certainly 


do miſtake — they act in their 


Rennes own 
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own Wiſdom. They undoubtedly err d, 


and were overſeen in retaining ſo much 
of the Maſs - Book, with a View to take 
in the Ronian-Catbolicks."" It anſwer d 
not the End. The Papiſts could not 
be lur'd in that Manner; but it offend- 
ed and gffev'd, and hath kept out many 
Proteſtants. A Form of Prayer, what 
is that? If it is a Form, it is not Prayer; 
or, if Prayer, then it is not a Form; it 
cannof be both. However, for Argu- 
ment Sake, I will call it Prayer. To 


compoſe and draw up a Prayer, or Se- 
ries of Prayer, that ſhall fait all Men, 
in all Circumſtances, and at the moſt 
diſtant Time, who is equal to the Un- 
dertaking? No Man can draw up a 
Prayer for himſelf, that ſhall certainly 


ſuit him To-morrow; much leſs can it 


be done for others, and to be ſeaſonable 


F at all Times. The Compiler cannot 


foreſee, what Variation both within and 
without, in the Frame or Spirit, and 
Circum ſiantes of Mankind may ariſe at 


any diſtant Period, to'require different 
a * quite à diverſe Lan- 


E 2 guage, 
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guage. He cannot command the In- 
Pruſſiom of their Souls He cannot ſay 
or determine what ſhall then. In parti- 

cular be the Nunt of their Souls, vr the 

Subject it may be chiefly requiſite: to 

ſollicit upon. Prayer is no invariable, 
habitual, periodical Thing, far from it. | 
When a Perſon, from a Senſe of his 
Dependence upon the Governor and 
Preſerver of all Things, addreffes the 
ſupreme Being in a way either of Peti- 
tion or Praiſe, it concerns him to utter 


ID 


che preciſe Impreſſions and Deſires of | 
his Heart, his oπỹꝗa Heart. Whatſo- 


/ ( Sto; obs MM inc a£.0o:ia 


ever is more or lſs than this, comes un- 
der the Quality of vain and finful. | 
Whatfoever is more, is a Mockery of the 
ſupreme Being; and by whatſoever is 
leſs, a Man is injurious to himſelf, and 
betrays his on Caſe by neglecting to NF 
utter his Want. at [11 5 A 


Every Body knows that by eſtablith'd } 
or appointed Prayer, all the Petittons | 
are predetermin'd;; and, which is very 
extraordinary, they are appropriated: to 
9 | a 
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a Seaſon, to a Day ; and the religious 
Particulars of that Day are each of them 
invariable. The Miniſter is obliged: to 
read the whole Compoſition, ad the Pro- 
ple are commanded 


by the Rubrick to 
: exprels an Amen, or abſolute Aſſent to 
it. They muſt go through with ot 
without the Mind, net ittle more 
er a Tittle leſs, than what: the Dicta- 
tute of che Comp ilers has ſettled, ſatiſ- 
Hes the ERabliſhment, Nothing is left 
to the Diſpretion of tbe Miniſter (cho 
as much a Minifter as tb ſaoerdotal Cha- 
racter, as any of the Compilers them» 
ſelves) nor to the Conſcience af the Con- 
gregation. How far this is conſiſtent 
with the Liberty of the Church of Cbyiſt, 
let any one judge. Proteſtants who 
conſſder what they do, and are willing 
dt offer a 8 Service, do not 
think proper to ſubſcribe to: a e 
10 indiſcriminate and mechanical. 


a F558 A An 
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ns | Let us Gro e W here 
the Worſhip, publick or private, is 


8 founded on Liberty, and conſiſts in fret 
8 


and 
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and inſtantaneous Prayer, the aforego· 


me Inconveniencies are all avoided. In r 
is Caſe, an Auditory hath Power to ; 
aſſent to the whole which paſſes, or to 
a Part of it, as every Perſon finds cons b 
denient and proper; and when the 5 
Exerciſe is private, a Chriſtian delivers * 


he genuine Impreſſions,” or Deſires of IN 
his Heart, in the beſt manner he is able. 7 
There can be no Neceſſity in either 10 
Caſe: of having a F ormulary or Dicta- 
ture adminiſter d. Nature, it is ob- it 
ſervable, at the loweſt Ebb, never fail 1 
of ne Method nee to W 2 to 
ede N 63 2 wn 03 221 1220198 Wn, 
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\ Every Man can 1 pray; if! he would 
One Man, who is eloquent, ad- 
e the Almi ghty by an accurate 
and copious Effuſion, and meets with 
Acceptance; and another may ſtand 
trembling, and may deliver himſelf in 
the moſt ſcanty and ſtammering Man- 
ner, and yet be equally accepted. There 
is no meaſuring the Succeſs of the Of- 
. in each of their Caſes, but ix 
C 
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with reſpect to devotional Books, which: 
are wont to ſet forth Preparations, and 
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the Cordiality and: e whithes aer 


COPY it. . 619 en 


Where publick Prayers is N er 4 
by Law, and tis much the fame. Caſe 


perhaps a particular Prayer fo: "\each 
Day in the Week, Perſons generally 
look upon the Worſhip, or Exerciſe, as 


a Taſk, a mere Taſk, and are glad when 
it is over. Yet it rn as an Addi- 


tion to their ſpiritual Stock, they begin 


to eſteem themſelves rich, think they 
have diſcharged a Debt, and perhaps 


have brought the Drirr into Debt to 8 


them, for the elaborate tho vain Per- 
formance. Here appears too much Re- 


$ ſemblance of the Opus operatum in Po- 


pery, where Perſons generally depend 


7 on the Work done, or the Labour 


aken, with little or no Regard to Ideas, 
Circ umſtance, or Propriety. 


I ſhould bs glad Sig accurate 
Churchman would be pleaſed to explain 
4. how 


38 ] 

far preſcrib d or implicit Worſhip dif- 
fers from praying in an un 
Tongue ; or in what Degree it excels 
that Repetition of Pater Nofters and 
Abe Marys, with a Bead- roll to keep 
the Tale, for which we make no Scru 
to een and perhaps to ridicule 
the Papiſts. 


Upon the Sum. An Eſtabliſhment | 
or human Law may put Words into the 
Mouths of Mankind, but it cannot put 
Prayer into the Heart, or a Creed into 
the Underſtanding ; | rather hath a Tens 
dency to keep out 'of both the Things 
which might be truly valuable. In 
this Caſe Perſons are apt to content 
themſelves with Words inſtead of 
Things, Shadows inſtead of Subſtance, 
and with Forms inſtead of Realit 7). 


It is obſervable, that in Places where 
Divine Service is read, and after that 
the motionleſs Preacher with a Writing 
before him delivers a cold Diſcourſe, 
there is nothing ſtriking or affecting. 
It 


* 


. 

It frequently comes to paſs that a Flat- 
neſs or Deadneſs ſits upon the Face of 
the Auditory, perhaps not without ſome 
Interſtices of Sleep. Their Minds are 
not held, not engag'd by it. It is a 
dead Affair, and for an evident * 
ſon; it is not Nature. 4 


Let us take a View of the Manner 
and Cuſtom of Foreign Proteſtant 
Churches. But perhaps ſome will ob- 

ject to this Kind of Argument by put- 
ting me in Mind, that we are wiſer in 
ENGLAND, than all F oreigners whatſo- 
ever. Be it ſo; the wiſer the better; 
but we ſhould not, I think, be ſuch Mo- 
nopolizers of Wiſdom, as not to allow 
Foreigners ſome ſmall Share. In the 
firſt Place, the Cuſtom of reading Ser- 
mons is unknown abroad; neither is 
there a Book of Common - Prayer (if I 
am not miſinformed) in any Proteſtant 
State in Euroes. They ſet forth in 
moſt Countries a Directory in general T 
concerning the Head of Prayer or 
OY but they 7mpoſe, or confine 2 
| F They 


[ 40 ] 
They expe& a Gift and Ability. in 4 
Miniſter (if he has not a Gift how is he 
a Miniſter?) apt to manifeſt itſelf by 
ſomething freſh and affecting every 
Time an Audience meets. Such is the 
Inſtitution in Swiss ERLAND, GERRNMANx LY, 
HolLAN Pp, DENMARK, and Sw DEN. 
They have properly y no Eſtabliſhment 
beſides, or other, than the Scripture. 
In truth, there is no compelling Men 
to be virtuous, or ſetting them a Form 
to be religious by, all real Religion 
muſt be free, Religion will and: ought 
to hear the Advice or Propoſals of wiſe 
Men, but it abhors Compulſion, and 
Preſcription it underſtandeth not. The 
Authority of Scripture both is and 
ought to be ſufficient, CL 


5 


I would Fu a Perſon who indie up- 
on an human Eſtabliſnment in Reference 
to theſe Matters, ſince you are reſolvd 
to have upon you an Obligation of this 
Sort, why do you not keep it? Why 
only ſome favourite Part of it, and not 
after ? If one Part be binding” to the 

Conſcience, 


+ 
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P 
Conſcience, muſt not the reſt be ſo ? 
Haſt thou . appeal'd' unto this Cz/ar ? 


Unto Ge/ar ſhalt thou go. Who a- 
mongſt you obſerves the Orders pre- 
ceding the Common- Prayer ? Perhaps 
who amongſt you hath ſo much as read 
them? Particularly who keepeth, and 
that punctually (for the Law makes no 
Abatement, howſoever ſome Prieſts 
may) the forty Days of Lent? And 


abſtains alſo from Fleſh (for ſo it is or- 
dered) every Friday in the Year? Should 


it be alledged that an Obſervation of 
theſe Articles, and others of alike Nature, 
is not now expected, or perhaps never 
was practicable to the mechanic and la- 
borious Part of a Nation; this only 
tends to confirm my Argument; name- 
ly, ſhews the Vanity of ſuch Appoint- 
ments. Indeed, ſuppoſing Men ever 
ſo capable of obſerving theſe Externals, 
ſtill it will be a Truth, that a ſingle 
moral and virtuous Action, one Act of 
Juſtice or Charity in Life, is worth ten 
thouſand of them. 


F 2 Our 
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Our Lord hath but ove Church 
throughout the Earth. Herein, I think, 
the Romaniſis maintain a Truth. It is 
alſo a Catholic Church; it never ſtands 
in Externals, or in a Name, or Party. 
Chriſtians collectively, of whatever 
Name or Party, who believe in the 
Son of God, and ſhew forth Morality 
in Life, are Members of this Church. 
Go where they will, or howſoever they 
may be diſtinguiſhed, they are all of 
one Church, and, in effect, of one 
Comnirinioh. Agrecably to this Pro- 
teſtant Maxim, when Grotius was 
aſked on his Death-bed, what Com- 
munion he ſhould die in, that learned 
Perſon thought it ſufficient to anſwer, 
that he ſhould die in the Church of 
_ Chriſt. 


Mankind are under an Error, who 
think that Antichriſt hath no Place but 
at Rome. He is capitally there, but not 
univerſally. All who confine Truth to 
their own Church, or reſtrain Liberty 

N to 
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to their own Party, cheriſh in their 
Minds the ſame Spirit, wow they 


ay not diſcern it. Antichriſt is born 
in every Country, and in every Man; 
End nothing but a thorough Degree of 
bo ight Reaſon caſts it out. It is the 


A 
1 
: 


Lare of States, and the Honour of wiſe 
Btates, to guard againſt the Evil, and 
to preſerve their Communities from it 
as far as they can; and every honeſt 
Man, who loves Juſtice and Mercy, ſets 
is Face againſt it, to the uttermoſt of 
bis Ability, © | 


Of all arbitrary Power the ſpiritual 
hath kept its Ground longeſt, and will 
rive hard to be the laſt that ſhall quit 
he Field. Sometimes, indeed, it may 
eem to diſappear, and content itſelf 
ithout Exertion; and well it may, 
hen its Hands are tied up. But in 


uch a Caſe, who knows its Medita- 


ions? 'Tis yet an Enemy in Ambuſh, 
pr hike a Fire ſmothered under the 
Aſhes, to revive by the firſt favourable 
Breath that ſhall blow upon it. It is 

| obſervable, 
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obſervable, there are twelve particular 
Canons, which no Proteſtant can deny 
the Arbitrarineſs of, ſtill printed in the 
Book of Canons, as oſt as the Book 
goes to the Preſs, which denounce Ex- 
communication upon all Diſſenters, 
that is, upon every Perſon who ſhall 
deprave (as the Term is) any Point he 
contained in the Church - Liturgy, © 
Theſe fulminating Machines hold their © 
ſtanding in the Front of that Compoſi- 
tion, and are ready charged too, 
though their Mouths are ſtopt for the e 
preſent, If they have no Meaning why WM” 

do they exiſt ?- If they have a Meaning, 
that is an Argument for their being ef- 
fectually aboliſhed ; with ſome other 
Sanctions of the like Nature. Whilſt 
they exiſt, one cannot help looking 
upon them as ſecret Rivals of the 7ole- MF. 
ration Act, and that they only wait ail , 
proper Time to ſhew their Faces, in ble 
order to diſpute with it which ſhall be {M<© 


deemed a Part of our Conſtitution, for] 6 
both cannot be ſo. Perhaps ſome may 1 
reaſon againſt the Precaution here b 

\ + | J-Di 


urged 
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| reed, by taking Notice that the 


F preſent Age is favoured with a Set 
| bf Eccleſiaſtics, ' eſpecially amongſt the 
- 8 7e/azes, who are Perſons of diſtin- 


Wuiſhed Temper and Moderation. Be 
II. [ ſo. Then let us keep them ſo 3 
nt {he beſt of Men are Men till, There 
no Certainty in human Reſolutions; 
Power and Opportunity make ſurpriz= 
ng Alterations : And I take it to be a 
Proteſtant Maxim, founded on Expe- 
ence, never to truſt either one Many 
dr any Set of Men, with a Grain f 
Power beyond what is neceſſary. For 
hy? this would be tempting our 
riends, doing them a Diſkindneſs, 
nd riſquing a Nation's Happineſs 
ithout a Cauſe. Again, do Men 
oe for cver? Who can foretell the 
|. 1 of the next Age? I muſt 
Wbſcrve, tis not a natural Caſe to ſee 
ccleſiaſtics favourable to religious Li- 
Perty, the Poſture we now poſſeſs, or 
ather ſome imagine we poſſeſs, is not 
o be expected as a Conſtancy, is not 
0 * depended upon. Should Time, or 
Temptation, 


[46] 
Temptation, 5 uce Difference, Pres 
tence for Perſecution will never be want- 
ing; nor a Colour for the greateſt In- 
Juſtice. Spiritual Tyranny always com- 
mences and ſets forward upon a plau-W 
. ible Foot. It begins with Admoni- 
tions, which are-juſt ; but by and by, 4 


under a Notion of ſholeſome Severities, i 6 


it creeps to Body and Goods, every MW © 
Degree of which Diſcipline is abſo- . 
lutel) unwarrantable. Even an Auta K 
da Je in Portugal, how artfully it con-W © 
duds itſelf | The firſt Face of that is ©! 
ſpecious enough, but the Features al- 1 
ways grow darker, and more horrid, th 
the farther it- proceeds. Perſecution **< 
may begin alſo upon a few, (for it} 1. 
wants no Policy) and thoſe. poſſibly 4 


ſingularly obnoxious to popular Preju- 
dice; but we may be aſſured, it will 
reach every Soul of Man at laſt, who 
ſhall preſume to be independent. Per- 
ſecution, upon - whatſoever Branch off . 
Society it rages, or at whatſoever Diſ- 
tance from others, is a Danger to the 


Public, of ſuch a kind, as when one 
39 


[47 ] 
ſcesa Meigbbour s. Honſeon fire. In this caſe 
we lend an Hand to quench the Flame, 
and would gladly ſee it compleatly ex- 
i tinguiſhes, left it thould reach our own. 


a and atten? the 
World, through Perſons ſtanding up 


Great Mi feel 


for their own. Liberties, without an 


equal Care of others; and perſecuting 
in turn, in the Shiri of the Church of 
Rome, without claiming its — 
or Dominion. One meets with muc 

of this Relapſe and Overſight, in the 
Hiſtory of Henry the Eighth, where 
the Reformation appears as yet in a 
rough Draught. The Setters! forth of 
Edicts and Alterations in thoſe' Times, 
particularly Henry himſelf, ſeem con- 
ſtantly to have reeds what was the Evil 
they had removed, or the Authority 
they had demoliſhed !. It is not ſuffi- 
cient for thoſe who ſucceed in Power 
to ſay, what we enact, what we en- 
join, we do it not by a Roman Autho- 
rity, 1t 1s contained in Scripture. Others 


commanded falſe and unſcripturial 


G Things; 
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learned Men ſee it there, every body 


mit me to ſee it for myſelf; it concerns 
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Things: „ we nothing but the Truths 
This Parade, I ſay, is all impertinent 
and frivolous, (Who hath ndt ſaid the 
a unleſs. Mankind are pefmitted 

to judge whether it is Truth or not. 
An Article may be in Scripture, to the 
Eye-of the 'Ma giſtrate, or Edeleſiaſtical 2 
Ocer, and We beſides be able to 4 
diſcern it. Still the Advocates) inſiſt, | 


D ot, 22 mo es rs be: hes he 


ſees it there, except the obſtinate, Well; at 
as a Proteſtant, I reply, I may be obſti⸗ 
nate; but may not others be ĩmagi- 
nary; and miſtake, by the Foree of 
Prejudice and Intereſt? You muſt per- 


my y Soul. 1 muſt not, ought not to 
lieve, or comply, without being firſt 
perſuaded in my own Mind. Tis a 
Coy Fuftice to my Conſcience, | 
and jaſt Men will concede. to it. He 
who ſteps over, and forgets Juſtice, 
may alledge Scripture, Peace of So- | 
ciety, Authority of Government, or 
whatever beſides he pleaſes; the Thing 
which inwardly moves, is none of theſs 
art FJ Pretenſions 


c 


which run through the Reign 
Eliæabetb. A Princeſs, — ſtood the 
I Shock of Rome, Spaing! and Francs, in 


[ a9 ] 


| Pretenſuons; but a dlicłating Spirit and 


Self. Not but many great and excel- 
lent Things were brought about-in the 
Reign Lam ſpeaking in Reference to, 


yet the Poſitiveneſs and Rafhneſs of 
1 ſeveral Proceedings, on the Part of 
4 King, Convocation, and Parliament 
too, cannot be denied. Theſe were 
che rough Eſſays of Proteſtantiſm, (fot 


nothing can be brought to its Perfection 
at / onoe) rather —— corrected and im- 


proved upon, than deſpiſed by future 


Times. I he milder * which 
appear in the ſucceeding Reign of 
Edward the Sixth; like a Calm — 715 a 
Storm, make ſome» Amends for all this 
Hurry' and Diſorder, * The Sentiments 
of Eduards Reign, on the Subject of 


Religion, are, for the Generality, 5 juſt 


and mild. 80 are thoſe g 
'of Queen 


Defence of Proteſtant Liberty, both at 

home and abroad; and has left an Age 

get in our Annals, for Courage, 
8 Probity, 
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Probity, Wiſdom, and conſummate Po- 
licy. Under ſeveral Princes, who ſuc- 
ceeded Elizabeth, the Cauſe of Liberty 
was, by means of falſe Maxims in their 


Government, in ſome. meaſure, imp air 
ed and oppreſſed. - Many Incroach- pr 
ments were made upon it, and ore N 


attempted; and a Struggle carried on, 
with tions Succeſs, between Liberty 
and Church arbitrary Power, as well as 
other arbitrary Power, almoſt till we 
touch the Time of George the Firſt, 
By the Acceſſion of that Prince to the 
Throne, high-flying Principles. received 
a Check, and Liberty revived: \, It was 
preſerved at a critical Seaſon, - and by 
the King's ſteady and honourable Ad- 


miniſtration, receiving freſh. Vigour, e 


and growing in the Eſteem of all ra- 
tional Perſons, has happily flouriſhed | 


to the preſent Day. Even the Enemies 


of the Housz: or HANOVER 
(if it has any) will acknowledge, that 
its Princes have maintained this Ar- 
ticle in an unexceptionable manner. 
an have made it a Point of Honour; 
and, 


[52] 
we doubt not, will continue a 

xim at all Events, of ſuch Dignity 

7 a fte ande true eLufire: to the Crown. 

1 * 

11 baren are e any Relics of Danger; 

C br. Precariouſneſs attending Liberty, 


'$ 


— 1 
f. 


* ve have a Proſpect of their being re- 
„ 1 — and vaniſhing wholly away. 
y WBigotry has evidently. loſt Ground; 

s and Liberty is more underſtood and 
e Weſtcemed; daily. - Poſſibly Providence 
t. Mhbas reſerved = the Hou sR os HA 


EVO E R, the Honour of bringing this 
great Article to its Perfection. Should 
any one ſuggeſt, that the Benefit I am 
ſpeaking of is connected with ſo great 
an Evil, that I might have ſpared its 
Com mendätidn; ſhould, I mean, be 
iputed to Liberty, that Vice and 
g miſchievous Licentiouſneſs which have 
lately prevailed amogſt us; I anſwer, 
Licentiouſneſs is no Part ar Branch of 
Liberty, nor properly the Effect of it. 
It ſprings more from within a Man, 
than from without; Perſons. can be li- 
centious and immoral in Countries 
| where 
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where Liberty is not known. Nor 
would it be rational to wiſh a Re. 
ſtraint of Liberty on account of it 
as one would not prohibit Eating and 
Drinking, and the wearing of Apparel, 
or any — * Accommodation in Provi- 
dence, becauſe ſome thro Wantonneſs 
abuſe them. Be it at their e who 
qiade the Gifts of Providence. \rnjcaid 

T re LG 


In proportion as Men improve io 


their Ideas of Liberty, they grow' more 
cool and moderate, in rel ation to many 

Articles, which before they 
Streſs upon. The Divine 
or that Form of — overnment, 
whether by Biſhops, Prieffs''and Deas 
CONS, or by Preſby ters aud Deacons, or 
in ſome Form different from both 
the Authority and. ſole Validity of 
this or the other miniſterial Order; 
their Right to exelude the reſt, or at 
leaſt — to them, in adminis 
ſtring Things facred : Theſe, and ſe> 
2 other Points of the like Nature, 
15 not a ceaſe, always /ofe Ground, 
as 


7 ka gre 
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as Knowledge and Experience gain 
Ground in the World. After much 
Fatigue, and fruitleſs Diſputations, it 
will be found (if I miſtake not) chat 
the Goſpel, or New Teſtament, holds 
forth 0 preciſe Model ef Church- Gos 
vernment at all. Nothing of this kind 
was intended. It is not in the Nature 
Times, Perſons, and Places, nor agree- 
able to the free Genius of the Goſpel. 
Had the Holy Ghoſt intended one pre- 
ciſe Model, either for Goverument or 
ordaining af Miniſters, he Would not 
have left it under a Difficulty to 85 
ceived or underſtood, or Haber 0s 5 
doubtful Diſputation. It would habe 
been ſaid, as in ſome Caſes we find it, 
This ſhall- be the Rule. A mere 
Example or Precedent in Scripture, 
though ir may ſhew! a Matter lawful; 
is no Argument of - perpetual Obliga- 
tion. Men are apt to be arbitrary in 
their dealing with Scripture: Same 
Things ſhall be Precedents with them 
for a Rule- invariable, os bers not, as 

bits 


[ 54 ] 
ſaits the Schemes previouſly conceived 
in their own Minds. Such conſult the 
Word, with a View of bringing it to 
their Scheme, not their Scheme to ir. 
Doubtleſs different Models may be law- 
ful, equally lawful, for any thing the 
Scripture intimates to the contrary, 
provided the Liberty of Individuals be 
preſerved inviolable, and the Reality of 
Religion is found to flouriſh under 


them. a 13 7 Bn "OY on 
80 with reſpect to the Validity of 
this, or another miniſterial Odi, 
in proportion as Prejudices wear away, 
and Superſtition, which is ever found- 
ed on Fear, abates, Proteſtants place 
leſs Importance in them, and, 1 — 
in the Perſons and Profeſſions of Men 
daily, and more in the inward Matter 
or Subſtance of Religion. They will 
honour, and ought to honour, all Mi- 
niſters for their Works Sake; but, if 
they are wiſe, not for their Ordination 
Sake, be it Church, or be it Preſbyte- 
rian, or any other. Perſons may come 


4 in 
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in a miniſterial Way, with ſuelr Variety 
both of Manner and Sentiment, that 
unleſs they bring their Credenziah wid 
them, - IL mean from above, and. not 


5 * 
1 


merely of Men, it ſhould be of little Bigs 


nification 


with Men of Underſtanding. 


Jt! 


5 Again, Reaſon and Equity will tell 
us, that a religious Miniſtry hath a 
Right to be ſupported, and a Mainte- 
nance afforded fuch who attend in Di- 
vine Offices, ſuitable to their Character. 
In this Point, the Scripture; ibotl»Old 
and Newy Teſtament; is abſolute and 
clear, No juſt Objection lies dgainſt 
a liberal Appointment for them, pro- 
vided they are found Perſons of Virtue, 
and are diligent in the Diſcharge of 
their Truſt j but ſuch who run before 
they are ſent, or ho, to apgratidize 
— of that Number who 
exhibit Sights in che Air, 1 Rhow . not 
of any Maintenance they are intitled 
to, except it be in ſome Place of hard 
Labour. It is alſo fit that Preferments 
ſhould be equally divided, for the real 


Encou- 
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Encovragement of Learning atid:Dili- 
gence; and ips that Contributions 
aud in a great meaſurt, ce volun- 
tary, with reſpect to one kindlof Mi- 
niſterã or another; otheriſe there a- 
riſes. ſtrong Temptation to dridelence 
and Meg IT: Perſons may expect ſome- 
thing Sraobidg, and thoſe eren dc to 
receive moſt who are leaſt ae 
erg. n 120% ( barioc * 5d. 63 24914 
It as bbſervable;. in Cbuhtrite * 
an Eflablihment hath prevailed, and 
Places not af. Prafit only, but of Power, 
are connemed with a Memberſhip: in 
the Churehi, at; ;requizes! : much — 
tion and Firmmeſu a preſerue v be Inde- 
pendency of. che Cr wn. In this Situa- 
tion a King can ſcarcely aid becom- 
ing tlie King of « Fart, andſ the ſecu- 
la um is made an Arm indeed, for 
Eceleſiaſt weild at zbeir Pleaſure. 
— when Popery was at the 
height, the World lay under great In- 
adyertency on this: Rn What Vaſſals, 


in effect, did the Princes and States of 


os £ 2d and. * too, make 
them- 


w# 


| 
d 
] 
t 
1 
] 
8 
4 
0 
1 
2 
0 
t 
t 
f 


5 


themſelyes, to extrute the R af 
Non, and gratify the Papal Ambition! 
Many held the Stirrup ſo long for his 
Holineſs, that at laſt they Toft their 
own "Saddles. And who hath 'pitied 
them for it? In England, indeed, we 
have ſeen, eſpecially of late Years, 
Princes of another Dy Sith, 2 an- 
ther Diſcernment 21m 4 2892 
: Gm 53 9709! A 
The King of Claas. Brirhös bears a 
| ale Title, Defender. F the Faith, 
How do we interpret this Title? Sure- 
ly not that it ſignifies him Defender of 
the Nornan Catholic Faith; but if it 
hath a juſt Meaning, it muſt be thus, 
Defender of the Faith of the Holy 
Scriptures. Nor can it ſolely mean 
him Defender of tlie Faith of the 
Church of Engla that would be 
too narrow: a Signification: for ſo 
a Title; but of all the © Chriſtian 
Geier ned to his Care, 
throughout his Dominions. Tis true; 
the Roman Pontif, when he made the 
bt Compliment of it to King 1 


H 2 might 


11 
might intend it in the Papal Senſe; 
deny not that; but _ our King 
are not obliged to take it in that Senſe; 
they are not obliged, to wear it in a li- 
mited genſe; nor in any foort of a Pew- 
mT Conprebenſun. 14 * | 


£1 10 ſupport: the Dignity of a e 
State; to reſcue the Crown 1 Con- 
finement to a Party; and to ſtrengthen, 
in general, the Proteſtant” Intereſt ; 
poſibly a Time may come, poſlibly, 
1 fay, © but every Thing in its Seaſon, 
when our Lepilatire will think it meet, 
by one ſingle Act, to cancel, at once, all 
EXCLUSIY. E Sanctions, with a View 
to: aboliſh every D. yaa cation, Re- 
Prittion, Pain, Penaly, Diſauuamtage 
zin Law, or Hardſhip of- any kind, on 
2 Riligious Account, which have lain 
the Nation. The Eſtabliſhment 
wolild ſtill fubGR, except in the ex- 
cluſive Parts; chat i is, it would ſub- 
fiſt ſo far as 8 1 and ra- 
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Fill: x Meaſure. of this kind Ales 
1 the Nation may have 177 
of Peace and Concord, througli inci- 
dental Cauſes, ſuch as the late Rebel- 
lion, but no ſolid Nnanimity. 1 5 
will not be dead. 75 . of - Folera- 


CY 


2 — Liberty are thank- 
it is a good Acquiſition in its 
WE $a it cannot be ſaid of it, that 
— — to the Point, or is ade 
quate to ts Evil. It gives ſome Kaſec, 
las the Act expreſſes Ace ).- not! tara 


Faſe. If coercive 2 Matters of 


Religion, are fit to be ſuſpended; they 
ate fit, ſor the ſame Reaſon, to 7 
wholly; repealed ; otherwiſe the Evil 
ſtill continues; and the Wound in the 
— of the State is kept open. Whilſt 


have only temporary Mitigations, 


—— knows. how loon. the State may 


ſuffer. me ere Ben 
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-24By 4 general Deelarztise AQ, Fl a- 
bove, many injurious and ene 
Hanctibns, Sarcicularly' the: Teft - 
would fall — courſe. Th ij 
ich rde does to Religion, 
 xthtouph de 
ö —— tis te be ſeaied) nuch 
Fhameful : Diſſimulation is acknow- 
edged by every Man of Vittue us the 
Political Iniquity! of it ib by Men ef 
Underſtanding That Papiſts ſhould 
be excluded Bom Places of ' Power or 


FTruſt, Reaſon will allow, and, in forme 


Senſe; demands; becauſe - they are not 
capable of proper Allegiance to che Go 
vernment, asl a foreign Iuriſ- 
diction; but᷑ that the Ede ge of debate 
<lufive. Law (ſhould! be n G 
Proteſtant Diffenters, Whoſe Attach- 


long manifeſted; and expetietie'd; 110 
viſible Renſon can be aſſi ond, © Reaſth 
does not juſtify a religious Teſt amongſt 


Proteſtants, of any Kind, as being a 


continual Inconſiſtency with the Right 
$27 of 


a ſolemn Sacramernit 


ment to the \Goyernment- ' hath been 


[a 
neceſſary, beſides the Oaths "of Alg 
ance, unleſs there cannot be an honeſt 
Man, or A yal Man, amongſt db, Who 
land. Whhatſoever is more than the 
Oath of Allegiance, proceeds from 
Party, or is a Relict of Popery. An 
Ineumbtance upon Stateſmen; proba- 
bly. not originally a Dictate of their 
o] Policy, but proceeding from, or 
at leaſt taken: Advantage of by, another 
Body; ho; under Colour of procur- 
ing the Security of the Crown, have 
meant chiefly to corrobotate their owing 
therefore cannot be expected to relin- 
quiſh the TA, or, any other Acts 
of F that 4 Kind, W ithout Reluctance. 
Whenever a Repeal is obtained, it muſt 
be a Lay: Wind that blows it. In the 
mean time it is certainly hard, that, 
with Reſpect to Friends or Enemies, our 
Princes cannot be permitted to judge 
for themſelves. I ſhould! be N 
know, when it may be ſuppos d, that a 
Government is arrived at Vears of Ma- 
I © turity. 
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National Evils; Party- e, 58 


guy, and ! Super fins, 15 1 1 1 et . 
27? Parey=Mbinufley;>tt It is well 1 


aht Miſchiefs to the State have been 

produc'd by the Strife of Parties. Where 
civil Diſcord! has Alain its" Thouſands; 
ous Diſcord and falſe Zeal have 
ſlain their Ten Thouſands. T be Whole H 
of this Evil, whether in Britain, or in 
foreign Countries, hath always proceed- 
ed from want of Attention to this 
one Principle, the Right of private 
| udgment. In all Parts of the World 
it ariſes from the ſame Spring; moſt 
Eceleſiaſtics (for I never mean all) ſets 
ting themſelves to oppoſe; and to dif 
courage private Judgment, to the ut. 
termoſt of their Power. Nubert is 10 
Friend to them. They cannot fo con- 
venientiy live under <4 If one names 
" it, 
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it, tis like Hereſy ; they are preſently: 
in Peril. aun 2 falſe Brethren, *The 
Church is in Danger. The P Populace' 
takes the Alarm, 5's Jondtivey Indigna- 
tion, it rages, no matter how ignorant- 
ly; and it is well if the Government 
itſelf eſca capes the Combuſtion, - Sueli 
Incidents: have been, and ate -always' 


poſſible 20 be again, till the Evil is“ 
cur d — The Notion of 7 


bly u pon the Sivface be — Wine ; 
that, with ſeveral, tis more than half 
their Religion. Howſoever weak: the 
Notion, or deluſive the Hope formed 
upon it, it will have much Place with. 
Mankind, till they ceaſe ſtanding upon 
human Authority, and all Proteſtants 
are brought upon one and the fame 
Bottem. T 3 is unconceivable Mif- 
chief in placing them, ſome upon higher 
Ground, and ſome upon lower U 
leſs theiv civil Merits:be*different;: Pro- 
teſtant Reaſon would place them upon: 
the ſame Ground; in the Eye of —_— 
72 I 


L 64] 
aud with reſpeck to the Privileges and 
Immunities belonging 1 in gerierah to his 
Majeſty's SubjeRs. As to how, they 
may fland in the Eye of Eccleſiaſticab 
Perſons, being no Point which the State 
is obliged. to be concern d with. Te 
ptevent Miſtakes, 2 would take notice, 
that ſhould Proteſ  Difſenters' at- 
tempit an Eſtabli t, or aim at a 
Pre eminenee on cheir Part, the Argu- 
ments in this Diſſertation (if it contains 
=p would by r Pe, 1 


The Civil Magiſtrate ſhould 1 
near as he can, an equitable Courſe. 
And though he forces none to his own: 
Perſuaſion, he has a Right to recom- 
mend ſuch a Perfuakion,. by his own 
Example. He has alſo - Rip ht to a 
tera] Obedience, -from Perſons of all 
Perſuaſions, from every Quarter. And 
to ſee that the Commen- wealth takes 
no Damage. Religion, or Conſcience, 
acquits no Man from the Obligations of 
— to Gevernment. Should any 

be 
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TELE 
be found in his Carriage” to diſcover 
Undutifulnefs. or —— fuch w One 
is juſtly controulable by the ſeeularAmns, 
his Perſuaſion What it may, It is 
always fir to puniſh Offenders, though | 
never on Account of Party. e 
. Bigotry, an Evil not peeuliar ts 
Binn, but the Produce of every Soil. | 
This lazy Foible conſiſts in an Attach 
ment to Perſons inſtead of Things, 
times even to a Spot of Ground, or a 
Building, what manner o, Hon, and 
what Buildings are berge To believe 
as the Church believes, (what kind of 
Belief it generally proves, hath been 
obſerved before) ſaves human Nature 
ſo much Labour and Application, is ſe 
compendious a Way, that the: lower 
Ranks of Men chuſe much to tread in 
it. Having no Learning themſelves, 
th —— to over-value that ſplendid 
Gift, and make an 746) of it in others; 
they are ready to conclude, that the 
Miniſter is after a Sort infallible, and 
| 1 that 


[66] 
that he ſeldom errs. in the Pulpit, hows 
ſoeyer he may err out of it. As infidel 
a. World as repreſent it, there is 
abundantly more -Gredulity in-4t -ithari 
many app — and a Legiſlatufe 
may, without the leaſt Diſreſpect to the 
Clergy, judge it convenient that the 
Feople under their Care be kept us clear 
of Prepoſſeſſion and Bigotry 8 lies in 
their i ert 439710 1 a nr 
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-It is chemie, that Pomp and Shew 
in in Religion, and even min/terial Hu- 
bits, are apt to put ſome har ini tlie 
Place of Religion which is not ſuch, 
and; beguile Mankind of their: Aﬀecs 
tions. They are Circumſtances which 
might! be ſuitable: to a worldly. Qcca- 
fon, and might forward a i temporal 
View; but one cannot ſay the Goſpel 
 affords--them. any Foundation. Ibe 
Goſpel is . — a Stranger both to 
Force and Art. Whatſoever is ; forcible 
or artful, generally tends--to.-Abuſe; 
Chriſtianity makes the beſt Way by. its 
Simplicity; ; and the Miniſters of it theit 
4. juſt 
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juſt: and «commendable; Way, Hyithar 


Merit- abd Brhaviour:. BUT; 18:15: — 
oY Ds LUA. Ti : wolie No : [8ar 
80 Superflridn-is-another Evil which 
Mankind may, in: ſome meaſure, be 
enabled to avoid. Through 
tion: man v embrace the bl 
— moe Religion, inſtead of the 
— When this ſhallow Jnfir- 
ac lt be whelhn cad out of the 
ety T cannot affirm, but furely 
chere is no Neceſſity baum i it with 
all mani of — ait for its 
Bec!” The Cuſtom of numerous Ceres 
juſt in States where Ig 
nolante ir che Mother of Devotion, but 
are out of Character in thoſe, where 
Knowledge ſhould be ſuppoſed to have 
that Office; and who —2 the urity 
of the Goſpel. — if ſome an- 
not bontent themſelves without Amuſe- 
ments of this Sort, let ſuch ꝑoſſeſa them 
if they pleaſe, to the — but 
not neceſſitate others to have the ſame 
Taſte, -- Lam not very ſolicitous what 
Variety of Geſtures another uſes in his 
bus. 92 Worſhip, 


[ 68 ] 
Worſhip, or what-Conges:che inakes to 
a particular Quarter, fo: h does not 
compel me to follow 'bis Example. Be 
Perſons ever fo attached: to am Eſtabliſn- 
ment, or Admirers aof Qeremonies, as 
ellivming them helpful, they cannot 
condemnm a Worſhip: uchere there are 
none, unleſs they ill Ay that Reli- 
gion ſtands in external Things. We 
read of worſhipping in Spirit and in 


Truth. I —— that _— — 


have a Meaning. The leaſt of 


Meaning 


muſt be; chat in — 
Spirit and Truth are the chief Thing! 
Where theſe exiſt, they make a true 
Worſhip, and a right Church, whether 
its — — or Brick, whe⸗ 
ther with Ornaments or without ; the 
Supreme Being not reſpecting ſuch Ar. 
ticles whatſoever Men may do. If 
many chuſe a Place of Worſhip built 
due Eaſt and Weſt, all Quarters are 
theirs, let them enjoy that Poſition. 
Let them poſſeſs all their Cuſtoms ; 3 
for J am not for compelling Men, even 


to be free. But others ought to be 
reckoned 


61 


reckoned” Chtiſtians ralſo, and their 
Churches valid Gbutches;.. "JE 
they are not erectett by the Compals, 
though Praying; amipngſt- them is not 
accompanied with &8urplice, and their 
Sermons are delivered e a Gawn. 
They do not happen do eſteem them. of 
Importance; perhaps lock upon them 
oe ame of tha A Face of boeh 
eilen on 2597 


Should there be Perſons found, ts 
are diſpoſed to preach; even in the 
Fields, and have their Meetings in 
Places ſcarce ſheltered from Wind and 
Weather, yet with due Affection to 
the 8 J fee, ns juſt Cauſe of 
diſturbing them 3 they 1 — a Right to 
it, unleſs Truth be local, and Religion 
cannot exiſt but on conſeerated Ground. 
He that ean hear df Variety in Opi- 
nions, or bear any Sentiments different 
from his--own, - without Anger, ſuch a 
one is a true Proteſtant; and though 
this be not the Whole a” Chriſtianity, - 
it muſt be allowed a great Step towards 


it. 
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it. Perſons comet be. Chriſtians 
through being Proteſtants firſt. Few 
arrive at the Eubwedge of Truth, *cilt 
they are delivered from Prejudice, Cu. 


amc, - Syſtems,” and; in ſome — 


from Men. Not — only, but 
Philoſophy, Learning, and all Keb. 
ledge whatſoever, (of 4 valuable Na- 
ture) depends upon Liberty in the 
Mind, = flows from a free En- 
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— is the Foundation of every 
valuable Attainment, and in an eſpe- 
cial Manner with regard to Religion: 
Not Perſons, nor Patties, nor Ceremo- 
nies, nor Modes, nor Places, | nor any 
thing merely outward, but what is were 
moral, open and generous, What ho- 
nours the Deity, and profits Mankind, 
are the Objects wiſe: Men call and 2 
ſteem Religion; and to theſe their At- 
tention is fixed, nothing befides' being 
worth —_— 7 7 74 2817 +6 36 200 
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Taber Lbs HOWS n othing A8 it 
ught FE 2 ts Eibe te ge ale 
1 higher than Prepoſſeſion,  Edhication, 
Cuſtom, ., Firing enjoy the Advanta of 
a:juft and Hee Op ent, yet 2 
oW, to, make the 105 "Uſe of it that 
EET. 1k iſts ll, chat 4% to 
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Ingplegor, only, büt fröfli a certain! Ti- 
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mon, 11 a in eral. Protef- 


Who for them 


ch, arc | Cowards, "errant Cowgrd 
Slave Bitle befs that they who, u 
Day of his Inauguratiqn, carry the Pop 
upon their, Shoulders.” A Train 
poſitions follows at their Heels, 15 55 


ſitior without 25 Ma 
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feel this Evil in Life, yet want. 1 
to e themiely ves from iT. 


Honour upon human Nature; * but per- 


adventure 8 _ awake dat of 
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The Som. E by: Sub; e& i is chil" 
the Courage and Plone of its Friend 


and eſpecially. by a ComprENeNStiVE 
Ac of the Kind.  aboye-mentjone 


the — Intereſt of LIBRRT I 
would receive probably its 96 Extem, 
and Perfection. Thouſands, who bad 
contented themſelves with Words in- 
ſtead of Things, would begin to have 


Ideas in Religion, their Principles. Would 


be effective, and age might hope 2 
Amendment i . eh 5 the” N. ation 


in general. Hence, as from 4 new 


Ara, the R FORMATION F might date 
its being render d truly compleat. Com- 
pleat it cannot be without the Aboli- 
mw of human Power, merely and pro- 

y ſuch, an everlaſting Abolition. 


—. and Pride (the Pride of Dic- 


4 tature) 


cannot ſay this Conduct reflects AR 


qi & Kkaify 1 


with all their Retinue of P 
Faction, would feel the Blow, 4 
i d, together. Bigo- 


8 Wen ti _ 
try would wear away uperſtition 
grow aſhamed to bew its Head. Re- 
ligion would become rational, Society 
eaſy, the whole Barrisn STAaTz ſtrong, 
peaceful, invincible. 5 | 
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